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back? of Aristide Briand, now Premie r By PAUL TYNERFrance for fte seventh time, is an event fullTf Mailing for the future of France and of the

. , ... JMHMttfffttM the failure of Mill-- .-

I reUin real power by making political
lpo?P tju. nominal premier, when he himself

? tju. premiership fr the Presidency i few
duflf , r0 Briand's choice is equally

i0Bonstrati of the break-u- p of the "National
,
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,up c allllOIl oi paints wiiiv.ii

lence, unbroken save when the deputies broke into
bursts of uncontrollable applause. It was testimony to
the depth of the impression made by Hnand's elo-
quence that on the conclusion of his speech the dis-
cussion was immediately closed although his oppo-
nents were in the majority.

Following this dramatic return to the political stage,
it was very generally expected that Briand would be
Clemenceau's successor in the Premiership, no matter
how the elections went. The "Tiger" had already sig-
nified his intention to retire and it seemed very prob-
able that he would win the dignified crowning of his
career by an election to the presidency of the republic.
Jealous of Briand, however, he took care to bloc'. his
accession to power at that time by having his friend
and hemhm.in, Millerand, made premier. Briand waited.
He knew he could bide his time, letting subside the

glamour of Clemenceau's popular-
ity as the "Father of Victory" and

hantiv t back nU) Pwer in November, 1919.
?U sal as ii was of essentially conflicting elements,
V'r'sts and Republicans. Clericals and Socialists,

Sonarics radicals, it was of doubtful perma- -

from I : st II ,acetl an' rca' coherence or
nef?arity in c nviction and policy. Kven as to the
Irtimoeted t mmon interest in opposition to "Bolshe-- 2

oi unity there was much make-be- -

2? gad
a

thinl) hidden mutual distrust. The more or
flaming s,n Du' l,Pn surviving passions oi

fs, pla I ked COheatTf qualities as a cement.
1

(But the i
: significance of

r.unA return to power is its

demons' the depth and
wnumeness f his countrymen s

appreciation of his outstanding
Eftktness icter. He is by

common coi t, the most brill-

iant of living French statesmen
in debate. Republic's ab'est
idministrat i Briand, indeed,
bears more than a lurface resemb-

lance Roosevelt Heto our wn

has the lame virile "lighting face"
and the same force fulness and
directness

I Speech. The two
h alike in rock-nbbe- dmen are in U c

honesty and practical idea-

lism. Roosevelt's sterling
Americanism is paralleled by the
Fnnch premier's sturdy and unf-

lagging devotion to the true
glory of France And finally,
Briand, like Roosevelt, is a for-ward-loo-

man, a true Iyro-mssw- f.

The differences between
the American and the French
leaders are iuch as may be largely
accounted for by the differences
fetecfl the Latin and the Anglo-Dutc- h

U :::;: .unents. Although
mort dratn.it ic in action than his
Anrrkan congener Briand gives
one the impression of more res-

traint and deeper reserve of
nny little squeak in

Jtoosnelt s voice when he got exc-

eed and which with other man- -

the noise and dust it stirred up.
Through it all his friends knew,
and many of his enemies knew,
that it was really to the wisdom
and the efTicacy of Briand's direc-
tion of affairs during the two
most critical years of the war
that victory was made possible.
One of these friends cleverly de-

clared that Clemenceau was like
one of the servants hired at the
eleventh hour who received the
same wages from the Master of
the Vineyard as those who had la-

bored through the heat and bur-
den of the day, as related in the
Bible parable except that in this
Case the eleventh-hou- r servant
was given an even larger wage
than that paid to the man who
had done the spadework by which
France had so richly profited.

The story is told that, a few
dayj before the signing of the
armistice, II. Briand was dining
with several British "high person-
ages, " one of whom eulogized the
marvelous courage which Prance
had shown in the war and the im-

mortal glory which she had
gained.

"Yes, dear friend," responded
M. Briand, "France has always
loved the laurels. But, since 1 S7t .

her cooks have learned that laurelM. A. BRIAND

the Mosul area there are important oil springs. In
Cilicia. also, the question of cotton growing was deemed
an essential factor in the territorial settlement. This
was revealed by Briand in a statement in the chamber
on March 28 last in the course oi a debate on te rri-
torial questions, during which he made the striking
statement that the future belongs to the nation which
controls the world's oil supply.

Perhaps the greatest speech of f. Briand's entirecareer was that made by him on June 25 last, when,
intervening m a discussion of the budget for foreign
affairs, he delivered most telling criticism of the
Peace Treaty and of the surrender by Clemenceau oi
all the advantages that had been gamed f,,r France by
the agreements of 1916. "What a terrific indictment
of Clemenceau!" exclaimed one oi the deputies at the
conclusion of Briand's speech. But when one came toread it next day in the official report, it was noted that
he had not even mentioned Gemeni name.

He was returned to the chamber for his native city
of Nantes at last November's election and has loyally
sustained the government oi If. Millerand whenever
he could do so conscientiously, not failing to express ad-
miration for Ifillerand's "ability" on the OOC hand, nor
to criticize him frankly on the other. On the question
on which M. Leygue's ministry was overthrown, that is.
failure to acquaint the chamber with the facts c ncern
mg recent negotiations with Britain, it is certain the
new premier will insist on taking the country into full-
est confidence. What is more, his important part m
previous negotiations with Britain will aid him in main-
taining a firm attitude.

Remembering that Briand was the first Socialist
premier of France, there may be some inquietude in
thc minds of Americans unacquainted with thc com-
plexities of French political parties. For the benefil
of such, it may be said that in France a Socialist
is not necessarily a revolutionist, nor even an ex-
tremist. Briand. like Millerand, is a Socialist of the
Right-Cente- r. His party plays the important role of
balance-whee- l between the extreme of royalist reaction
on the one hand and that of Soctali m of the extreme
Left tending to Soviet ism on the other. The illuminat-
ing fact is that he has won out although regarded as
"fallen outside the breastworks" by all parties. He
resumes the helm as spokesman oi the s,ber second
thought of France, of the will to discard partisan
squabbling and get to work in earnest on the great
and arduous task oi national reconstruction. Hc real-
izes, as he put it in his electoral address last Novem-
ber, that in order that France shall be able to func-
tion properly and pay her debts, the coffers of the
individuals must be opened, not with Crowbars, but with
arguments of justice and social solidarity. As for
those deaf to such arguments, be promised that the
law should see to them.

The unhorsing of Leygues and oi his master, Mil-
lerand, means also the unhorsing oi British influence
in French affairs and oi the invisible influence back of
Lloyd George to that extent.

To Briand, the socialization of government and in-

dustry must be an evolutionary rather than a revolu-
tionary process. His socialism may be regarded, in-

deed, as she very antithesis of the Bolshevism oi Lenin
and Trotsky, Longuet and George Lansbury. In the
elections of November, lul, Briand went before nil
constituents at Nantes on a platform declaring that
the first duty of the French people was tv

the financial situation of the country and to so organ-
ize its economic resources as to enable them to real-
ize the fruits of the victory and to assure to France a
role in the world equal to its prestige. For this, In
went on, the splendid national solidarity realized by
Frenchmen during the war should not be broken by
thc peace, especially as they still waited for guaranties
of good faith from the enemies of yesterday. But
union should not spell confusion and the country must
stnd to the new parliament men with an ideal and a
program, for the young republics borfi of the war,
waited impatiently for France, faithful to her traditions,
to light their way by orienting the republic toward a
future of social progress, realized in order and legality,
and assuring to all security of person and of property.
He declared himself a champion of liberty of polit-
ical opinion and said he wished to see maintained the
work of the republic based Ofl neutrality in matters
of religious belief. To fight the high cost of living,
there must be fullest production and freedom of
commerce. That the exhausted treasury of the state
might be replenished, reforms were accessary to thc
proper functioning of the social mechanism. In the
domain of the relations between capital and labor, it
would be necessary to assure to capital "conditions of
stability and security," and to the workers "the benefits
of wages corresponding to the profits oi the enterprise."
His program Stressed the question of finance which is

even more pressing now than it was at that time. Fiscal
reforms were outlined entailing a gradual reduction in

the enormous volume of paper money, which is in large
degree responsible for high prices and for the alarm-
ing depreciation of the franc in foreign exchange.
In regard to the question of armaments. M. Briand
went on record as declaring that its solution would be

found in thc prior complete disarmament of Germany
which would alone make it safe for her late enemies
to disarm.

The new premier's declaration of his policy and
program soon to be presented to the chambers will
probably be found to conform closely to this outline
of his views a year ago. He declined at that time to
join Clemenceau's national bloc.

In his triumphant "come-back,- " it seems certain that
he will rally thc best elements in the nation to his sup-

port in steadily pursuing a program of genuinely con-

structive and progressive reform, of which the coun-

try is sadly in need.

is excellent in the sauce. Today,
having culled such admirable laurels, she will see to it
that the satlCC is not lacking."

"Are you quite sure?" asked the distinguished
Briton smiling.

And the average Frenchman will comment on this
story with a s:gh : "Alas! that Briton knew what he
was talking ah nit. France has not made a good sauce
with its laurels. Fven as France failed properly to
prepare for the war during the peace, she failed to
prepare for the peace during the war."

This certainly was not the fault of Briand. When
in office, he well understood the dangers of the situa-
tion created hy the fact that the Allies, having diver-
gent and often opposed interests and which made it
necessary that they should arrive at a common under-
standing in order that they should not find themselves
in disaccord at the moment when Germany would be
obliged to capitulate. This was why he arranged with
England the question of the Cameroons and of Asia
Minor, on which two points France profited during the
peace negotiations. He sent II. Doumcrgue to Russia
to obtain carte blanche on the Rhine, and, in the month
which preceded his fall, he charged If. Paul Cambon,
French ambassador in London, to bring about a sim-

ilar understanding with England for the settlement of
the question of the left bank of the Rhine in con-

sonance with French interests. More than this If.
Briand instituted three great parliamentary commissions
charged with the study of this essential question. The
first, presided over by Senator Morel, an especially
competent man for the task, was to investigate the f-

inancial consequences of a neutralization of the Rhine
provinces. The second occupied itself with problems
relating to mines and industry, and the third was to
take up the study of the rights of France in the Rhenish
territories from thc historical point of view. As to
the labors of If. Paul Cambon, they were not followed
up by any oi Briand's three successors, MM. Ribot,
Famieve and Gemenotau. Consequently, France lost
the advantage oi having in her hands a prior engage-

ment on the part of Britain when the Allied and
powers came to sit down at the peace table.

The three c mmissions continued their labors after the
fall of Briand and had furnished to the government

ItpW IS of the highest importance; but it seemed as if
the delegates at the Peace Conference had not at all

taken them into account and Mr. Wilson was not even
acquainted with the fact of their existence. It is be-

lieved by Briand's friends that, but for this neglect,

France and thc world would have been spared the

seven months' long-drawn-o- ut discussions at thc Peace

Conference and that we would, the world over, be by

this time far on the way to economic
conditions. As it was, hc had secured Britain's signa-

ture to an agreement defining in advance the French
one of influence in Asiatic Turkey. In this zone was

SnSJH In 1 rlever enough to
sake effective is never heard in the full, even tones

Brand's voice. The more intense and excitrd he bec-

omes, the quieter and more restrained is he in voice
id manner, f there is any of the rash impetuosity of
loosevelt in Briand! make-up- , he controls it marvel-Js- y

He r loses his head and never slops over,
felt probably no better balanced man in public life
on either side oi the Atlantic unless it is perhaps the
Italian pre Signor Giolitti.

I shall never forget the occasion of his actual come-- m

in the uuher of Deputies on March Jl. lnl.
when he ca inch a sensation by his re-en- try on the
political so utl two years to a day after surrenderi-
ng the pre: hip. During the interval he had prac-ncall- y

efTae imseli from the stage of political activ-it- '.
never m ting the tribune although the most eloq-

uent oral thc Chamber of Deputies. He COH-tent- ed

him- - with yeoman's service in support of the
pwraneni i effort in his place as deputy for
aisa-Bti- ei iich constituency he represented for
Ween via rendering especially valuable service as
chairman

i mmittce on foreign relations. The
55k J tne electoral reform bill a subject on

Briai ... t, thoroughly informed and which he
nwmuch rt Seldom have I listened to a more
JJJtag spei eloquent in phrasing and delivery, log--E

J I profoundly impressive. In a voice
n.s u caressing and almost brutally com

ing in it , ngC he deciarcd tnat thc 0:d terutm
r')ndss ' ' had outlived its usefulness and that

Jr. "ad ,,-- for the scrutin dc lists, the
?Mj1"' 11 the country was to go forward and

iS,.fSU into the slough of de-pon- d. In the
til !

,,
Cll,ntry. he continued, great ideas

iwh; !S iffainst the walls of the pettv districts
n teJJ '

' h "Kan and c,ulcd by atu,,u,i,1K t0 h,s
flglu I 11 each one managing his own local
Nan sh m1 natura under the circumstances that a
a ,tUrn , ,r support to local interests having
StnTEPi ? '! their own and KKal ambitions that

n the
y C?,tinut so far as they did not impinge

reform ik8" mtmsts of thc nation. Without this
Form! ,,c"uutr' Could not fulfill its destinies,

and letkWtK u K"vlTnment had been playing hide
as eadeav nnasure and at that very moment

Driven io "8 Bt li in a cna'e committee.
orced to

1 CoI.,a r' ( l mcnceau, who was present, was
cation atitT' that thc ,aw wou,d Dc I)Ut into aP"
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'ovembe UrXt rKctions- - This was actually done
through

wash p'1 '"Kh thc masure as finally put
thc matter tAthl hy a sIccics oi gerrymandering in
t,0n laid down metnd of proportional representa- -

at the 2L Spccch' 1 watched his face closely,
70wd the rK nut,ng ,ts effcct on thc assembly which

--

uartfrs ? t0 the doors Hc 5IK)kc for abol,t
Conccntratt(i ? h(llr and wa listened to with a

wieation in the midst of a religious si- -
included Mosul, because it was considered mat great

interests must be taken into account, ami in
economic


